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Old  Fletton  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

upon  the 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  District 
during  the  year  1949. 


GEO.  M.  MOLYNEUX.  PRINTER,  141,  FLETTON  AVENUE  OLD  FLETTON 


To  the  Old  Fletton  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  &  Members  of  the  Council, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary  conditions 
of  the  district  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1949. 

The  report  has  been  constructed  on  similar  lines  as  last  year’s 
report,  as  requested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

STAFF. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  .  H.  Pattinson,  M.B.,Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector  S.  Haigh,  C.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 


The  social  conditions  of  the  District  remain  substantially  the 
same  as  in  previous  years. 

The  physical  health  and  general  morale  of  the  community  re¬ 
main  at  a  satisfactory  level.  There  are,  however,  factors  which  tend 
to  prevent  further  progress  to  the  ideal  of  positive  health  in  mind  and 
body.  As  the  bulk  of  this  annual  report  is  largely  a  statement  of 
physical  health  and  disease,  it  may  be  useful  to  consider  some  of  the 
relevant  factors  affecting  the  promotion  of  a  healthy  mental  outlook 
on  life,  without  which  a  fine  physique  counts  for  little. 

Lack  of  housing  accomodation  is  the  most  serious  factor  at  the 
present  time ;  its  effect  on  mental  outlook  is  more  insidious  but  perhaps 
equally  as  dangerous  as  the  more  publicized  physical  effects,  moreover 
modern  conditions  are  not  conducive  to  the  maintenance  of  strong 
family  ties  throughout  life  which  in  former  times  were  of  such  benefit 
to  young  and  old  alike. 

The  every  day  life  of  the  community  is  inevitably  influenced 
by  the  close  proximity  of  a  City,  which  is  naturally  able  to  provide 
more  extensive  recreational  facilities  than  the  Urban  District,  besides 
offering  opportunities  for  work  to  a  considerable  number  of  the  popu¬ 
lation.  There  is,  therefore,  always  the  problem  of  maintaining  the 
community  spirit  and  encouraging  a  social  conscienceness,  both  of 
which  originate  from  a  pride  in  a  local  district  and  its  amenities. 

The  communal  spirit  among  the  children  is  strong  until  they 
leave  school,  and  the  local  Youth  Club  has  been  helpful  in  prolonging 
this  spirit.  The  lack  of  sufficient  playing  fields  and  open  spaces  has 
still  to  be  overcome,  and  is  of  vital  importance  for  the  youth  of  the 
District. 

For  the  wage-earners  and  housewives  it  is  more  difficult  to 
cater,  but  mention  should  be  made  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
the  Public  Library,  evening  classes  for  adults  in  a  variety  of  subjects, 
numerous  activities  sponsored  by  the  local  churches  of  all  denomin¬ 
ations  and  the  recreational  opportunities  offered  to  their  workers  by 
industrial  firms.  In  most  cases  these  facilities  are  not  as  fully  used 
as  they  should  be. 


It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  existence  of  an  Old  People's  Club  and 
that  the  Council  has  always  considered  any  proposal  sympathetically 
if  it  appeared  that  it  would  benefit  the  aged.  It  should  not  be 
forgotten,  however,  that  the  most  valuable  help  that  can  be  given  to 
the  aged  is  that  which  is  given  in  their  own  homes,  and  which  helps 
them  to  maintain  their  own  home  life.  This  help  is  usually  rendered 
by  relatives,  but  if  circumstances  make  this  impossible,  there  is  un¬ 
limited  scope  for  good  neighbourliness  and  the  organization  of 
voluntary  helpers. 

It  will  be  seen  that  worthy  efforts  are  being  made  in  the 
District  to  meet  the  needs  of  all  ages,  but  that  there  remains  much 
still  to  be  done. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  .  .  .  .  .  .  3029  acres 

Estimated  Population  (mid  1949)  .  .  7724 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  end  of  1949  .  2316 

Rateable  Value  31/3/1949  .  .  £41,326 

Value  of  Penny  Rate  31/3/1949  .  .  £161 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  .  16.4 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Rate  per  1000  total  births  .  37.9 

DEATHS 

Death  rate  per  1000  population  .  12.0 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  .  7.6 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  age: — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  .  .  39.4 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  44.6 

Illegitimate  ,,  ,,  ,,  illegitimate  ,,  ,,  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  .  18 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  .  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  .  .  .  1 


RATES 


k 

Per  1,000  Population 

Per  1,000 
LiveBirths 

Live 

Births 

Still 

Births 

Crude 

Death 

Rate 

Stand¬ 

ardized 

Death 

Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Old  Fletton 

16.4 

0.65 

12.0 

13.0 

39.4 

i  England  &  Wales 

16.7 

0.39 

11.7 

11.7 

32.0 

The  following  table  shows  the  classification  of  deaths 
from  all  causes  (Registrar-General’s  figures): — 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

All  Causes. 

42 

51 

93 

1 .  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

— 

— 

- — 

2.  Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Scarlet  Fever 

- — 

— 

- — 

4.  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

— 

1 

1 

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

• — 

— 

8.  Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

10.  Measles 

— 

— 

— 

11.  Ac.  polio-myel.  &  polio-enceph. 

— 

— 

— 

12.  Ac.  inf.  enceph. 

— 

— 

— 

13.  Cancer  of  buc.  cav.  &  oesoph. 

(M)  uterus  (F) 

— 

3 

3 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach  &  duodenum 

— 

2 

2 

15.  Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

2 

2 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  . 

7 

4 

11 

17.  Diabetes 

— 

- — 

— 

18.  Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

...  6 

o 

j-j 

8 

19.  Heart  disease 

...  13 

18 

31 

20.  Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  .. 

...  2 

• — - 

2 

21.  Bronchitis 

...  5 

2 

7 

22.  Pneumonia 

— 

1 

1 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

— 

1 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

- — 

— 

— 

25.  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

1 

— 

1 

26.  Appendicitis 

— - 

— 

— ■ 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases  . 

— ■ 

— 

- — 

28.  Nephritis 

1 

3 

4 

29.  Puer.  &  post-abort,  sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

30.  Other  maternal  causes 

— 

1 

1 

31.  Premature  Birth 

— 

1 

1 

32.  Con.  mal.  birth  inj.  infant,  dis. 

1 

— 

1 

33.  Suicide 

— 

1 

1 

34.  Road  Traffic  Acc. 

— 

— 

— 

35.  Other  violent  causes 

1 

1 

2 

36.  All  other  causes 

...  4 

9 

13 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE 
AREA. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities  : 

No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  general  arrangements  during 
the  past  year.  Bacteriological  specimens  from  Practitioners  in 
the  district  are  examined  at  the  Pathological  Department  of  the 
Memorial  Hospital,  Peterborough,  or  by  the  Pathological 
Laboratory,  Tennis  Court  Road,  Cambridge. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities  : 

(1)  For  the  removal  of  infectious  cases  a  motor  ambulance  is 
available  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Huntingdon. 

(2)  For  n on-infectious  and  accident  cases  the  area  is  covered  by 
the  ambulance  service  of  the  Soke  of  Peterborough  County 
Council  under  an  agreement  with  Huntingdon  County  Council, 
which  is  the  Local  Health  Authority  responsible.  This  arrange¬ 
ment  is  working  satisfactorily. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home  : 

Nursing  in  the  district  is  carried  on  by  two  qualified  nurses 
employed  by  the  Huntingdon  County  Council.  Both  nurses  are 
certified  midwives  and  attend  the  majority  of  maternity  cases 
under  the  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Scheme. 

All  cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  visited  by  the  Tuberculosis  Health 
Visitor  and  a  report  with  details  of  home  conditions  and 
circumstances  is  completed. 

(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres: 

Infant  Welfare  work  in  the  district  is  still  carried  out  by 
the  Fletton  and  District  Infant  and  Child  Welfare  Association  by 
arrangement  with  Huntingdon  County  Council.  The  InfantWelfare 
Clinic  has  weekly  sessions  on  Tuesdays  from  2  to  4  p.m. 

The  following  additional  Clinics  are  provided: — 


School  Clinic 

(Minor  Ailment)  .....  London  Road  Clinic,  Old  Fletton, 

Every  Wednesday  10  —  12. 

Eyes  .  .  London  Road  Clinic.  By  Appt. 

Dental  Clinic  .  .  High  Street,  Old  Fletton. 

Tuberculosis  .  .  High  Street,  Old  Fletton, 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  in  the  month. 
By  Appt. 


Memorial  Hospital,  Peterborough, 
2nd  Tuesday  in  the  month. 

By  Appt. 

Memorial  Hospital,  Peterborough, 
Every  Wednesday  at  3  p.m. 

By  Appt. 

28  Fitzwilliam  St.,  Peterborough. 
Mixed  Session — Wednesday 

4 — 6  p.m. 

Women  Only —  Monday  10 — 12 
noon.  New  cases  and  special 
treatment  only. 

Friday  10 — 12  noon. 
Men  Only  —  Monday  4 — 6  p.m. 
New  cases  and  special  treatment 
only. 

Friday  4—6  p.m. 

Under  the  Ante  and  Post  Natal  Scheme,  provided  by  the 
County  Council,  expectant  mothers  are  examined  twice  during  their 
pregnancy  (or  oftener  if  necessary)  and  once  after  confinement. 

(e)  Hospitals  : 

(1)  Fever— The  treatment  of  infectious  diseases  is  carried  out  at 
the  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  at  Huntingdon. 

(2)  General  hospital  services  including  Out-patient  facilities  are 
provided  at  Peterborough  Memorial  Hospital. 

(3)  Provision  is  made  for  Maternity  Cases  at  The  Gables, 
Peterborough,  or  the  Maternity  Hospital,  Paxton  Park. 


Orthopaedic 


Nose,  Throat  &  Ear  Clinic 


Venereal  Diseases 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


The  routine  visits  of  inspection  in  connection  with  this  work 
have  been  carried  out  as  in  past  years. 

HOUSING. 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1949,  the  Council 
completed  58  houses,  while  a  further  3  were  erected  by  private  enter¬ 
prise. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  conducted  a  Public  Enquiry  into  the 
Council’s  proposal  for  the  extension  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  works  in 
1948.  During  the  early  months  of  1949  this  scheme  was  put  out  to 
tender,  but  a  tender  was  only  finally  approved  and  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  on  the  29th  December,  1949.  The  Ministry  decided  that 
owing  to  the  necessity  for  securing  a  reduction  in  the  rate  of  capital 
investment  it  had  been  found  necessary  in  these  circumstances  to 
defer  the  scheme. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  entire  District  is  served  by  a  mains  water  supply  which, 
although  of  a  hard  nature  is  otherwise  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
quantity.  A  monthly  bacteriological  analysis  has  proved  satisfactory 
in  every  case. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Efforts  have  been  continued  throughout  the  year  to  reduce 
atmospheric  pollution  and  some  improvement  has  been  obtained  in 
the  worst  cases. 


ADDENDUM. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Low  pressures  have  been  experienced  intermittently  in  the 
higher  parts  of  the  District.  As  a  result  there  have  been  temporary 
failures  in  distribution  chiefly  affecting  upstairs  rooms. 


To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Sir, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1949. 


NUISANCES  : 


Abated  as  a  result  of  informal  action  .  .  .  300 

Abated  as  a  result  of  Statutory  action  .  .  Nil 


Analysis 

No. 

No.  of 
Inspections 

Premises 

500 

1000 

Smoke  Pollution 

2 

20 

Accumulation  of  Refuse 

Nil 

10 

Foul  ditches  etc. 

Nil 

10 

Drains 

4 

12 

Dampness 

Nil 

Nil 

Offensive  trades  (Health  Act  1936)  .... 

No.  established 

.  Nil 

No.  of  inspections  .  Nil 

Food-seizures  of  unwholesome 

..  No.  of 

5 

Total  Weight 

104  lbs. 

Water  Closets 

New  provided 

.  62 

Ashbins 

New  provided 

.  41 

HOUSING: 

Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

1  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 


defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  .  .  30 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  .  30 

2  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (inc.  under  sub-head  (1) 

above  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  .  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  .  Nil 

3  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

4  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceeding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  .  .  Nil 


SHOPS  AND  OFFICES: 


No.  of  shops  inspected  .  .  .  .  .....  70 

Total  No.  of  visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  210 

No.  requiring  additional  heating  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 


No.  requiring  additional  ventilation  .  .  .  .  Nil 

No.  requiring  additional  sanitary  conveniences  .  .  .  Nil 

DISINFESTATION  : 

No.  of  houses  infested  .  (a)  Council — Nil.  (b)  Private- — Nil 

No.  of  houses  disinfested  (a)  Council — Nil.  (b)  Private — Nil 

DISINFECTION  : 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  reported  21  No.  of  inspections  25 

Rooms  disinfected  (a)  Tuberculosis  7  (b)  Others  .  14 

Schools  disinfected  .  ...  .  1 

Samples  taken  for  analysis  .  12 

,,  condemned  .  Nil 

Wells  closed  Nil 

Wells  cleansed,  repaired,  etc .  Nil 

Public  supply  substituted  for 

well  or  pond  Nil 


No.  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Total  No.  of  inspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  40 

No.  of  Retailers’  Premises  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Total  No.  of  inspections  .  .  .  .  ...  .....  40 


WATER  SUPPLY 

MILK  SUPPLY : 


Total  Legal  Proceedings,  i.e.,  Summonses,  etc.  .  Nil 

Convictions  .  .  .  Nil 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1937. 


Factories 


Bakehouses 


Homework 


Total  number  on  Register 


(including  bakehouses)  18 
No.  in  which  nuisances 

abated  .  Nil 

No.  on  register  3 

No.  in  which  nuisances 

abated  .  ....  Nil 

No.  of  outworkers  .  24 


Legal  Proceedings,  i.e.,  Summonses,  etc.  .  Nil 

Convictions  .  Nil 


S.  HAIGH, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


The  following  table  gives  the  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases 
(other  than  tuberculosis)  in  the  area  during  1949. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

On  the  whole,  a  satisfactory  year,  particularly  in  the  absence 
of  Poliomyelitis  in  a  year  when  the  disease  was  ver}^  prevalent. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  of  children  immunised 
in  the  district,  together  with  the  figure  of  the  total  child  population: — 


Under  5 

Years 

Between  5- 

—  15  Years. 

Number 

Estimated 

Number 

Estimated 

immunised 

Population 

immunised 

Population 

358 

638 

937 

973 

Tuberculosis. 


AGE  PERIODS 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non  | 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

5 

15 

2 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

1 

2 

- — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35 

45 

2 

1 

— 

_ 

— 

I 

55 

65 

&  upwards . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

5 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925  in  connection  with  per¬ 
sons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade, 
or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  dealing  with  the 
compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  PATTINSON, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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